
Health Equity Task Force

January 19, 2020 Meeting



Welcome

This is the eleventh meeting of the legislative task force established by 

Chapter 93 of the Acts of 2020 (referred to as the “Health Equity Task 

Force”) to study and make recommendations to the General Court that 

address health disparities for underserved or underrepresented populations 

based on culture, race, ethnicity, language, disability, gender identity, sexual 

orientation, geographic location, including, but not limited to, gateway cities 

with hospitals dedicated to caring for patients who test positive for COVID-

19, and age in the commonwealth during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Health Equity Task Force Members
Senate Appointees

Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz

Senator Julian Cyr

Task Force Co-Chair, Michael Curry, Esq., Deputy CEO 

and General Counsel at Massachusetts League of 

Community Health Centers

Dr. Milagros Abreu, Executive Director, President and 

Founder of The Latino Health Insurance Program

Dr. Cassandra Pierre, infectious diseases physician and 

Assistant Professor of Medicine at Boston University

Dr. Frank Robinson, Vice President, Public Health and 

Community Relations, Baystate Health

Hirak Shah, Legal Counsel for Senate Minority Leader 

Bruce Tarr

House Appointees

Representative Chynah Tyler

Representative José F. Tosado (vacant position)

Task Force Co-Chair, Dr. Assaad Sayah, CEO, Cambridge 

Health Alliance; Commissioner of Public Health, City of 

Cambridge; Assistant Professor, Harvard Medical School

Dr. Kiame Mahaniah, CEO, Lynn Community Health Center

Dr. Myechia Minter-Jordan, President & CEO, DentaQuest 

Partnership for Oral Health Advancement and Catalyst 

Institute

Jeffrey Sanchez, Lecturer, Center for Public Health 

Leadership, TH Chan School of Public Health; Senior 

Advisor, Rasky Partners

Beverly Stables, Health Care Policy Analyst for House 

Minority Leader Bradley H. Jones, Jr.

Chair of the MA Black and Latino Legislative Caucus Chair of the MA Asian-American Legislative Caucus

Representative Carlos González Representative Donald H. Wong 3



Agenda
1. Welcome and Introductions of Task Force Members & 

Approval of December 16 Meeting Minutes

2. Updates (15 minutes)

(A) Continuing Discussion on COVID-19 Vaccines (Michael Curry, All)

(B) Announcement of Prostate Cancer Awareness Event (Dr. Abreu)

(C) Welcome to Joan Quinlan (Michael Curry, All)

(D) Future Work of Task Force (Dr. Sayah)

3. Panel 1: Telehealth, Digital Equity, and Health Equity Zones

(35 minutes) (Introductions/Moderator: Dr. Mahaniah)

4. Panel 2: Cross-Sector Digital Equity and Inclusion

(30 minutes) (Introductions/Moderator: Dr. Robinson)
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Continuing Discussion on COVID-19 Vaccine and Public Awareness 
(Michael Curry/All) (8 minutes)
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Brief Announcement on 
Prostate Cancer 
Awareness Event 
(Dr. Abreu) (1-2 minutes)

- Among the speakers are Task 

Force Members Dr. Abreu and Rep. 
Gonzalez

- Registration via

https://www.admetech.org/12th-
prostate-cancer-awareness-day-02-
25-2021/
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Welcome to Joan Quinlan (Michael Curry/All) and Future Task Force Work (Dr. 
Sayah) (3-5 minutes)
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Task Force Members Continue Leadership by Task Force Charge (merged due to synergies)

Charge 1: Task Force Member Leads: Dr. Cassandra Pierre, Rep. Donald Wong, Rep. Chynah Tyler

Charge 2 and 3: Task Force Member Leads: Dr. Kiame Mahaniah, Beverly Stables, Dr. Myechia Minter-

Jordan, Hirak Shah

Charge 4 and 5: Dr. Frank Robinson, Dr. Cassandra Pierre, Dr. Milagros Abreu, Rep. Donald H. Wong

Charge 6: Michael Curry, Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz, Dr. Frank Robinson

Charge 7 and 8: Hirak Shah, Senator Julian Cyr, Dr. Assaad Sayah, Jeffrey Sanchez, Rep. Carlos Gonzalez

Task Force Work and Stakeholder Input toward Final Report

February 1st Public 
Hearing (1-5 PM)

Task Force 
Leadership Continues 
by Task Force Charge

Task Force Meetings & Public Hearing 

February 2 (3:30 – 5 
PM)

February 16 (3:30 – 5 
PM) (Target for Draft 
Report Review)

Public Hearing TBD

Review Final Report

February 23 (3 – 4:30 
PM) Meeting 

Task Force 
Timeline is 
subject to 
updates



Panel 1 
Presentations and 

Dialogue

Telehealth, Digital Equity, and 
Health Equity Zones

(35 minutes)

Introductions/Moderator:
Dr. Mahaniah

Adam Delmolino, Director of Virtual 

Care & Clinical Affairs at MA Health 

and Hospital Association and 

convener of tMed Coalition

Christina Severin, President and CEO, 

Community Care Collaborative

Brendan Abel, Esq., Director of 

Advocacy and Government Relations, 

MA Medical Society 

Jennifer Hawkins, Executive Director, 

One Neighborhood Builders, 

Providence, Rhode Island
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Panel 2 
Presentations and 

Dialogue

Cross-Sector Digital Equity and 
Inclusion

(30 minutes)

Introductions/Moderator: 
Dr. Robinson

Dr. Patrick Tutwiler, 

Superintendent, Lynn Public 

Schools

Stratton Lloyd, Executive Vice 

President and COO, Essex County 

Community Foundation

Paul Foster, Chief Information 

and Accountability Officer, 

Springfield Public Schools and 

Founding Member, Digital Equity 

Alliance
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